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The R version of Andy Field's hugely popular Discovering Statistics Using SPSS takes students on

a journey of statistical discovery using the freeware R. Like its sister textbook, Discovering Statistics

Using R is written in an irreverent style and follows the same ground-breaking structure and

pedagogical approach. The core material is enhanced by a cast of characters to help the reader on

their way, hundreds of examples, self-assessment tests to consolidate knowledge, and additional

website material for those wanting to learn more.
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Being familiar with the author's SPSS book and wanting to learn R, I leapt at the chance to

purchase this book. As I write this, I've been able to go through all the chapters save the last two.

The book is a great overview of statistics concepts and provides a gentle, yet comprehensive,

introduction to the R language. I'm extremely pleased I bought it.The author's writing style is

conversational and humorous, and some of his examples are outrageous (I didn't know whether to

laugh or cry during the logistic regression chapter!). I think this would make the material more

accessible to students who are ambivalent about statistics and R. However, though the material is

presented in an easy-going manner, it is nevertheless quite comprehensive. The essence of each

statistical method is discussed thoroughly, and the procedures for doing these tests in R are clearly

detailed in a step by step manner.What I liked most about the book were the problems at the end of

each chapter and the detailed solutions to those problems on the book's accompanying website. I



found these excellent for self-study.To be clear, the book is not the most technical treatise on either

statistics or R. The book gives a good overview of the concepts of each statistical method, but

computation is kept to a minimum. Similarly, while the book describes how to create functions in R

and has several challenging examples, you will only scratch the surface of what R can do. It seems

intended primarily for non-mathematics undergraduate students who aspire to doing research in

their fields. However, for someone like me who wanted a context in which to become familiar with R,

it is invaluable.The main problem I can see with the book was that there were some missing files for

some of the end-of-chapter problems. I, personally, didn't think it was all that bad, as the same data

was used in the author's SPSS book and I knew where to look for those SPSS files. Search for

"field3e spss files" on your internest search engine of choice. However, that's not apparent to

someone who doesn't know about the SPSS book, so I can see how it mars the final product

somewhat. I'm still willing to give the book 5 stars, though!In summary, this is a great book if you

want a basic, yet very comprehensive, overview of statistics concepts and want to start your journey

into R. Again, I'm very pleased I purchased it!

Andy Field writes some of the most intuitive and entertaining accounts of statistics available, and

this book is no exception to that standard. This book is geared towards those who want to start from

the beginning and progress through a complete account of the most common methods in statistics

based on the general linear model. If you are a beginner, this is one of the best places to start. If

you are experienced, this book is a great reference to have around.The most enjoyable aspect of

this book, aside from its humor, is that Field addresses issues of using robust statical methods when

assumptions are not met in the data. Instead of glossing over the issues, Field provides the most

recent findings in the field and even examples of how to run robust tests in R. However, note if you

want to do something very complicated with robust methods, this book is not a cure all, and you

would be hard pressed to find one that is.With regards to R, this book will get you up and running

with R even if you have no previous experience with R or programming languages in general.

However, a few of the R libraries have changed since this edition's publication, so you will need to

search a bit to fix a few errors, but it's not hard and is good practice.Finally, I must mention that

Andy Field has gone out of his way to provide datasets and examples like no other author I have

encountered. The book has a companion website full of these datasets and all of the R scripts used

in the book. Additionally, the companion website is packed full of extra material for each chapter in

the book. Finally, Field has several videos posted to the website which includes a lecture series on

statistics.



The book contents are very good, but the quality of the book is poor. I ordered one paperback and

the pages were falling of the book in one month of use. I returned the book and the second book

that I have received has the same problem. The page were falling of again. I'm very careful using

the book, and it look like new. I believe it happened because of the poor quality.I recommend buy

the hard cover. I'm very frustrated about that. I have attached 2 pics (1st book and the 2nd book).
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